


Gaeilge

Science

The National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment
(NCCA) has just published
the final report on Primary
Curriculum Review, Phase 2.
This phase focused on the
experiences of teachers,
principals, children, and
parents with the Primary
School Curriculum (1999),
and in particular with Gaeilge,
Science and Social, Personal
and Health Education (SPHE).

Responses were gathered
from almost 1,400 teachers
and 8 case study schools.

A team from St. Patrick’s
College, Drumcondra gathered
more detailed information
from children about their
experience with Science.

We wish to express our
sincere thanks to everyone
for their participation.

This leaflet summarises the
findings from Phase 2 of
the review, and our plans to
respond to them. You may
find it useful during your
school’s development
planning discussions.




As the title of the

leaflet suggests, the recent review

is the second of its type undertaken by the NCCA.
The first review, published in 2005, focused on
English, Visual Arts and Mathematics. Here's a
reminder of the responses to some of the main
findings from the first review. These resources are
available at www.ncca.ie.

ACTIONE,

THE NEED TO RESTRUCTURE

THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM
Additional Support Material:
structure of the English Curriculum

THE NEED FOR MORE

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
A DVD and a growing bank of
tip sheets and information
leaflets for parents

THE NEED FOR SUPPORT
WITH ASSESSMENT

Assessment guidelines and
report card templates

THE NEED FOR MORE
GUIDELINES ON METHODS OF
TEACHING AND LEARNING

www.action.ncca.ie shows, rather
than tells, the ‘how to’ of teaching
and learning.




The review identified many successes in the teaching
and learning of Gaeilge, Science and SPHE. The table
below presents a summary of the main successes as
reported by teachers, principals, children, and parents.

SUCCESSES

Gaeilge Children
= enjoy Gaeilge, particularly the use of
active learning methods
= use oral Gaeilge in an informal way
= have a growing love for the language.

Science  WHILIE]
show great interest in and enjoyment
of Science
display development of the skills of
working scientifically
demonstrate an increased awareness
and understanding of the world around
them.

Children

= display increased self-esteem and
self-confidence, and the ability to
communicate effectively with others
demonstrate an awareness and
acceptance of the needs and opinions
of others
indicate a growing awareness of
environmental issues and the active
role they can play in protecting the
natural world.




While there was a lot of good news, teachers identified
some challenges too. Across the three subjects, these
related mainly to time, teaching and learning methods
and assessment. A summary of the main challenges is
presented below.

CHALLENGES

Teachers

= perceived the curriculum to be
overloaded
reported having insufficient time
to support the learning needs of all
children, particularly in large classes
and in multi-grade situations.

Teaching Teachers
ELGHCETGTSM = reported challenges concerning
methods integration, differentiation, and the
development of higher-order thinking
skills
identified whole-class teaching
as the organisational setting most
frequently used
highlighted the need for additional
resources, including ICT supports.

Assessment  WIE[HEIES

= recognised the need to use a wider
range of assessment methods

= identified the need for support in
giving feedback to children about
their learning
drew attention to the challenge
involved in making judgements
about children’s progress in learning.

Teachers also reported a number of challenges specific
to Curaclam na Gaeilge: children’s limited range of
language experiences, teachers’ focus on meaning versus
form and the use of two phonic codes when teaching and
learning Gaeilge and English.

If you'd like to find out more about what was reported
for Gaeilge, Science or SPHE, please turn to the final
page of this leaflet for details.




Primary School Network

The NCCA will address the review findings in a
practical way by working with teachers, principals
children, and parents through a network of primary
schools. The network will provide great scope for
working directly with schools, in order to shape
responses to the identified challenges in a way that
reflects the reality of primary classrooms. For instance,
the network will facilitate the development of practical
examples of group work and pair work, differentiation,
integration, and assessment, based on the experiences
of a wide range of teachers and children.

Teachers have given us clear messages about
curriculum overload. In addressing this issue the
NCCA will work with the network schools to explore
strategies that will give teachers and children the time
and space they need for teaching and learning across
the Primary School Curriculum.

The Primary School Network represents a new and
exciting way of involving everyone in developing the
curriculum. The network will support the work of
the NCCA in leading and supporting change, and in
ensuring that the curriculum remains responsive to
the needs of teachers and children.




ACTION website

Sample materials gathered through the Primary
School Network will be made available on the recently
launched ACTION (Assessment, Curriculum and
Teaching Innovation on the Net) section of the

NCCA website.

ACTION is designed to show, rather than tell, the ‘how
to’ of teaching and learning through media like video,
photo, text and audio.

There are currently three projects on ACTION
= Assessment for Learning

= English as an Additional Language
= |CT Framework.

These projects, and more, will be developed over time.

www.action.ncca.ie
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An Chombhairle Naisitinta Curaclaim agus Meastnachta




Gaeilge

Eolaiocht

Ta an tuarascail deiridh ar
Athbhreithnit ar Churaclam

na Bunscoile, Céim 2 direach
foilsithe ag an gCombhairle
Naisianta Curaclaim agus
Meastunachta (CNCM). Sa
chéim seo den athbhreithnid,
diriodh ar eispéireas priomhoidi,
muinteoiri, leanai agus
tuismitheoiri le Curaclam na
Bunscoile (1999), agus go moér
mor sa Ghaeilge, san Eolaiocht
agus san Oideachas Sdisialta,
Pearsanta agus Slainte (OSPS).

Bailiodh tuairimi 6 bheagnach
1,400 muinteoir agus 6 chéas-
staidéir le 8 scoil. Bhailigh
foireann 6 Cholaiste Phéadraig,
Droim Conrach faisnéis nios
mionsonraithe 6 leanai faoina
n-eispéireas san Eolaiocht.

Buiochas 6 chroi le cach as
pairt a ghlacadh.

Sa bhileog seo t4 achoimre
ar na torthai 6 Chéim 2 den
athbhreithnia, agus a bhfuil
i gceist againn mar fhreagra
orthu. D’fhéadfadh an
bhileog bheith aisitil agus
pleanéil forbartha scoile a
plé agaibh féin.




Mar a thugann teideal na bileoige seo le tuiscint,

ia € an t-athbhreithnil le gairid an dara ceann da
leithéid. Dhirigh an chéad athbhreithnid, a foilsiodh
in 2005, ar Bhéarla, ar na hAmharcealaiona agus ar
Mhatamaitic. Seo achoimre ar na freagrai ar roinnt
de na priomhthorthai 6n gcéad athbhreithnit. T4 na
haiseanna seo ar fail ag www.ncca.ie.

AN GA LE HATHSTRUCHTURU
A DHEANAMH AR CHURACLAM
AN BHEARLA

Abhar Tacaiochta Breise: struchtur
Churaclam an Bhéarla

English

AN GA LE BREIS EOLAIS

DO THUISMITHEOIRI

DVD agus bileoga eolais do
thuismitheoiri, agus abhair nua
a bhforbairt go leantnach

AN GA LE TACAIOCHT MAIDIR
LE MEASUNU

Treoirlinte ar mheasun( agus
teimpléid de chartai tuairisce

i, AN GA LE GA BREIS TREOIRLINTE
FAOI MHODHANNA TEAGAISC

AGUS FOGHLAMA

Déanann www.action.ncca.ie

‘an chaoi’ le tabhairt faoin
muinteoireacht agus faoin
bhfoghlaim a thaispedint, seachas
cur sios a dhéanamh uirthi.




San athbhreithnid aithniodh an-chuid éachtai maidir le
teagasc agus foghlaim na Gaeilge, na hEolaiochta agus
OSPS. Ta achoimre ar na priomhéachtai sa tabla thios,
de réir mar a chuir priomhoidi, muinteoiri, leanai, agus
tuismitheoiri in iGl ddinn iad.

EACHTAI

Gaeilge Bionn leanai
= ag baint taitnimh as an nGaeilge, go
mér mér as na modhanna foghlama
gniomhacha
ag baint feidhme as Gaeilge labhartha
ar bhealach neamhfhoirmidil

ceanlil ar an teanga, agus ta fas ag
teacht ar a ngréa di.

Eolaiocht R:IGLLNEELET

= ag léiril spéise as cuimse san
Eolaiocht agus ag baint taitnimh aisti
ag léirit go bhfuil na scileanna a
bhaineann le bheith ag obair go
heolaioch a bhforbairt acu
ag léiril breis feasachta agus
tuisceana faoin saol thart timpeall
orthu.

Bionn leanai

= ag léirit breis féinmheasa agus
féinmhuinine, agus léirionn siad gur
féidir leo cumarsaid éifeachtach a
dhéanamh le daoine eile
ag |éiriu feasachta faoi riachtanais
agus thuairimi daoine eile, agus ag
glacadh leo
ag taispedint breis feasachta faoi
cheisteanna timpeallachta agus faoin
rél gniomhach a d’fhéadfadh a bheith
acu chun an t-imshaol nadirtha a
chaomhnd.




Cé go raibh an-chuid dea-scéalta ann, d’aithin muainteoiri
dashlain freisin. Sna tri &bhair, bhain siad seo den

chuid is m6 le ham, le modhanna teagaisc is foghlama
agus le measunu. Ta achoimre ar na priomhdhushlain
anseo thios.

DUSHLAIN

Dairt miinteoiri:

= go bhfuil an iomarca sa churaclam

= nach bhfuil go leor ama acu chun
tacu le riachtanais foghlama na
leanai ar fad, go mér moér i ranganna
mora agus ranganna ilghrad.

Modhanna Dairt mdinteoiri:

teagaisc = go bhfuil ddshlain ann maidir

agus le comhthathd, le difreald, agus

foghlama le forbairt scileanna ardoird
smaointeoireachta
gur é teagasc ranga ina iomlaine an
leagan amach is modh a mbaintear
feidhm as, 6 thaobh eagri ranga de
go bhfuil ga le haiseanna breise, go
mor moér tacaiocht maidir le TFC.

Measiini Diirt mainteoiri:
= gur ga feidhm a bhaint as réimse

nios leithne de mhodhanna
measUnaithe
go bhfuil tacaiocht uathu maidir
le haiseolas a thabhairt do leanai
faoina gcuid foghlama
gur ddshlan é breithitnas a
thabhairt ar dhul chun cinn leanai.

Chuir muinteoiri roinnt dishlan a bhaineann go sonrach
le Curaclam na Gaeilge in iul freisin: an réimse teoranta
eispéiris teanga a bhionn ag leanai, béim & cur ar bhri
seachas ar fhoirm, agus deacrachtai a bhaineann le dha
choéd foghraiochta a bheith in Gsaid i muineadh agus
foghlaim na Gaeilge agus an Bhéarla.

Maés mian leat breis eolais a fhail faoin méid a
tuairisciodh maidir le Gaeilge, le hEolaiocht n6 le OSPS,
féach ar an leathanach deireanach den bhileog seo.




An Lionra Bunscoile

Tabharfaidh an Chombhairle aghaidh ar thorthai an
athbhreithnithe ar bhealach praiticitil tri oibrit le
leanai, muinteoiri, priomhoidi agus tuismitheoiri i
lionra bunscoileanna. Tabharfaidh an lionra deiseanna
iontacha duinn oibri go direach le scoileanna chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar na dashlain a aithniodh san
athbhreithnid, ar bhealach a léirionn an saol mar ata i
ranganna bunscoile. Mar shampla, leis an lionra féadfar
samplai praiticitla a fhorbairt chun obair gripai agus
obair péire, difrealt, chomhthathd, agus measinu a
[éirit1, bunaithe ar thaithi réimse leathan muinteoiri
agus leanai.

Chuir muinteoiri teachtaireachtai soiléire in itl ddinn
maidir leis an iomarca a bheith sa churaclam. Agus
aghaidh & tabhairt ar an gceist seo aici, oibreoidh an
Chomhairle leis na scoileanna sa lionra chun straitéisi

a fhorbairt a dtabharfaidh an t-am agus an spés ata ag
teastail don teagasc agus don fhoghlaim thar réimse
Churaclam na Bunscoile do mhuinteoiri agus do phaisti.

Is bealach nua spreaguil é an Lionra Bunscoile chun a
chinnitd go mbeidh gach duine pairteach i bhforbairt
an churaclaim. Tacoidh an lionra le hobair na Combhairle
chun athr( curaclaim a threord agus tacu leis, agus
chun cinntit go bhfreastalaionn an curaclam ar
riachtanais muinteoiri agus leanai i gconai.




Laithrean Gréasain ACTION

Cuirfear abhair shamplacha a bhaileofar trid an lionra
bunscoile ar fail ar ACTION, rannan nua de laithrean
Gréasain na CNCM ata tiomanta do nualaiocht
mheasUnaithe, curaclaim agus teagaisc.

Ta sé mar aidhm ag ACTION ‘an chaoi’ le tabhairt
faoin muinteoireacht agus faoin bhfoghlaim a
thaispeaint, seachas cur sios a dhéanambh uirthi.
Baintear feidhm as cur chuige ilmheéanach lena
n-airitear fiseain lin, grianghraif agus téacsanna.

Tri thionsadal ata ar ACTION faoi lathair:
= Measunu chun Foghlama

= Béarla mar Theanga Bhreise

= Creat don TFC.

Déanfar na tionscadail seo, agus tionscadail eile nach
iad, a fhorbairt de réir a chéile.

www.action.ncca.ie







