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A1
 B

R
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TH
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A2
 W

AYSTAG
E

B
1

 TH
R

ESH
O

LD

UNDERSTANDING

Listening
C

an understand basic w
ords and phrases concerning him

/
herself, fam

ily and school. 

C
an understand sim

ple questions and instructions w
hen 

teachers and other students speak slow
ly and clearly and use 

visual cues (facial expression, gesture, m
im

e, etc.). 

C
an understand phrases and the highest frequency vocabulary 

related to him
/herself and fam

ily, classroom
 activities and 

routines, school instructions and procedures, friends and 
out–of–class activities. 

C
an understand routine instructions given in all school contexts 

(classroom
, gym

, playground, etc.) and outside school (e.g., by 
a traffi c w

arden).

C
an follow

 at a general level topics covered in the m
ainstream

 
class w

hen key concepts and vocabulary have been studied in 
advance and there is appropriate visual support.

C
an understand detailed instructions given in all school 

contexts (classroom
, gym

, playground, etc.).

C
an understand the m

ain points of topics that are presented 
and texts that are read aloud in the m

ainstream
 classroom

 
provided that key concepts and vocabulary have been studied 
in advance.

C
an understand the m

ain points of a short fi lm
 on a fam

iliar 
topic relevant to the m

ainstream
 curriculum

.

C
an follow

 classroom
 talk betw

een tw
o or m

ore native 
speakers, only occasionally needing to request clarifi cation.

R
eading

C
an recognize the letters of the alphabet and num

bers.

C
an understand basic signs and sim

ple notices in the school 
and on the w

ay to school. 

C
an understand basic w

ords on labels/posters in the classroom
 

and on m
aps, diagram

s, etc. in textbooks.

C
an identify basic w

ords and phrases in a new
 piece of text. 

C
an use the alphabet to fi nd particular item

s in lists (e.g., a 
nam

e in a telephone book).

C
an read and understand very short, sim

ple texts that contain 
a high proportion of previously learnt vocabulary on fam

iliar 
subjects.

C
an use key w

ords, diagram
s, illustrations and com

prehension 
questions to fi nd specifi c inform

ation in m
ainstream

 textbooks.

C
an read and understand the m

ain points in texts encountered 
in the m

ainstream
 class, provided the them

atic area and 
key vocabulary are already fam

iliar or specially prepared in 
advance. 

C
an use key w

ords, diagram
s and illustrations to support 

reading com
prehension and learn new

 w
ords/concepts.

C
an read and understand descriptions of events, feelings and 

w
ishes in personal letters, new

spapers/m
agazines and short 

w
orks of fi ction.

C
an follow

 clearly w
ritten instructions (e.g. for carrying out a 

classroom
 task, conducting a sim

ple experim
ent, assem

bling or 
using a piece of equipm

ent, etc.).
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 c
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 k
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 c
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re
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e 

le
tte

rs
 o

f t
he

 a
lp

ha
be

t a
nd

 n
um

be
rs

.

C
an

 u
se

 s
im

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

an
d 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
in

 v
er

y 
ba

si
c 

te
rm

s 
w

he
re

 h
e/

sh
e 

liv
es

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

he
/s

he
 k

no
w

s,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 
fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

.

C
an

 u
se

 a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 p
hr

as
es

 a
nd

 s
en

te
nc

es
 to

 d
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, d
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t f
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 p
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 p
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 p
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 c
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 d
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 c
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A1
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UNDERSTANDING

L
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n
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g
I can

 u
n
d
erstan
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ord

s an
d
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asic p

h
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m
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ily an

d
 im
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d
in

g
s w

h
en

 p
eop

le sp
eak slow

ly 
an

d
 clearly.
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 u

n
d
erstan

d
 p

h
rases an

d
 th

e 
h
ig

h
est freq

u
en

cy vocab
u
lary related

 
to areas of m

ost im
m

ed
iate p

erson
al 

relevan
ce (e.g

., very b
asic p

erson
al 

an
d
 fam

ily in
form

ation
, sh

op
p
in

g
, 

local area, em
p
loym

en
t). I can
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th
e m

ain
 p

oin
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 sh
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le 
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essag

es an
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 an
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cem
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ts.
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e m
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ts 
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d
ard
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m
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u
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ool, leisu
re, etc. I can
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d
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th
e m

ain
 p
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an
y rad
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V
 

p
ro
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r p
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e d
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 com
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es of arg
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 th
e top
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ost T

V
 n

ew
s an

d
 cu
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p
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 th

e 
m

ajority of fi lm
s in
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ard

 d
ialect.
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 u

n
d
erstan

d
 exten

d
ed

 sp
eech

 even
 

w
h
en

 it is n
ot clearly stru

ctu
red

 an
d
 

w
h
en

 relation
sh

ip
s are on

ly im
p
lied

 
an

d
 n
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n
alled

 exp
licitly. I can

 
u
n
d
erstan

d
 television

 p
rog

ram
m

es an
d
 

fi lm
s w

ith
ou

t too m
u
ch

 effort.

I h
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o d
iffi cu

lty in
 u

n
d
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d
in

g
 

an
y kin

d
 of sp

oken
 lan

g
u
ag

e, w
h
eth

er 
live or b

road
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 w
h
en

 d
elivered

 
at fast n

ative sp
eed

, p
rovid

ed
 I h

ave 
som

e tim
e to g

et fam
iliar w

ith
 th

e 
accen

t.

R
e
a
d

in
g
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 u

n
d
erstan

d
 fam

iliar n
am

es, w
ord

s 
an

d
 very sim

p
le sen

ten
ces, for exam

p
le 

on
 n

otices an
d
 p

osters or in
 catalog

u
es.

I can
 read

 very sh
ort, sim

p
le texts. 

I can
 fi n

d
 sp

ecifi c, p
red

ictab
le 

in
form

ation
 in

 sim
p
le everyd

ay m
aterial 

su
ch

 as ad
vertisem

en
ts, p

rosp
ectu

ses, 
m

en
u
s an

d
 tim

etab
les an

d
 I can

 
u
n
d
erstan

d
 sh

ort sim
p
le p

erson
al 

letters.

I can
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 texts th

at con
sist 

m
ain

ly of h
ig

h
 freq

u
en

cy everyd
ay or 

job
-related

 lan
g
u
ag

e. I can
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

th
e d

escrip
tion

 of even
ts, feelin

g
s an

d
 

w
ish

es in
 p

erson
al letters.

I can
 read

 articles an
d
 rep

orts 
con

cern
ed

 w
ith

 con
tem

p
orary 

p
rob

lem
s in

 w
h
ich

 th
e w

riters ad
op

t 
p
articu

lar attitu
d
es or view

p
oin

ts. I 
can

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 con

tem
p
orary literary 

p
rose.

I can
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 lon

g
 an

d
 com

p
lex 

factu
al an

d
 literary texts, ap

p
reciatin

g
 

d
istin

ction
s of style. I can

 u
n
d
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d
 

sp
ecialised

 articles an
d
 lon

g
er tech

n
ical 

in
stru

ction
s, even

 w
h
en

 th
ey d

o n
ot 

relate to m
y fi eld

.

I can
 read

 w
ith

 ease virtu
ally all form

s 
of th

e w
ritten

 lan
g
u
ag

e, in
clu

d
in

g
 

ab
stract, stru

ctu
rally or lin

g
u
istically 

com
p
lex texts su

ch
 as m

an
u
als, 

sp
ecialised

 articles an
d
 literary w

orks.

SPEAKING

S
p

o
k
e
n

 
In

te
ra

ctio
n

I can
 in

teract in
 a sim

p
le w

ay p
rovid

ed
 

th
e oth

er p
erson

 is p
rep

ared
 to rep

eat 
or rep

h
rase th

in
g
s at a slow

er rate of 
sp

eech
 an

d
 h

elp
 m

e form
u
late w

h
at 

I’m
 tryin

g
 to say. I can

 ask an
d
 an

sw
er 

sim
p
le q

u
estion

s in
 areas of im

m
ed

iate 
n
eed

 or on
 very fam

iliar top
ics.

I can
 com

m
u
n
icate in

 sim
p
le an

d
 

rou
tin

e tasks req
u
irin

g
 a sim

p
le an

d
 

d
irect exch

an
g
e of in

form
ation

 on
 

fam
iliar top

ics an
d
 activities. I can

 
h
an

d
le very sh

ort social exch
an

g
es, 

even
 th

ou
g
h
 I can

’t u
su

ally u
n
d
erstan

d
 

en
ou

g
h
 to keep

 th
e con

versation
 g

oin
g
 

m
yself.

I can
 d

eal w
ith

 m
ost situ

ation
s likely to

 
arise w

h
ilst travellin

g
 in

 an
 area w

h
ere 

th
e lan

g
u
ag

e is sp
oken

. I can
 en

ter 
u
n
p
rep

ared
 in

to con
versation

 on
 top

ics 
th

at are fam
iliar, of p

erson
al in

terest or 
p
ertin

en
t to everyd

ay life (e.g
., fam

ily, 
h
ob

b
ies, w

ork, travel an
d
 cu

rren
t 

even
ts).

I can
 in
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ith

 a d
eg

ree of fl u
en

cy 
an

d
 sp

on
tan

eity th
at m

akes reg
u
lar 

in
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 w
ith

 n
ative sp

eakers q
u
ite 

p
ossib
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 take an

 active p
art 

in
 d

iscu
ssion

 in
 fam

iliar con
texts, 

accou
n
tin

g
 for an

d
 su

stain
in

g
 m

y view
s.

I can
 exp

ress m
yself fl u

en
tly an

d
 

sp
on

tan
eou

sly w
ith

ou
t m

u
ch

 ob
viou

s 
search

in
g
 for exp

ression
s. I can

 u
se 

lan
g
u
ag

e fl exib
ly an

d
 effectively for 

social an
d
 p

rofession
al p

u
rp

oses. I 
can

 form
u
late id

eas an
d
 op

in
ion

s w
ith

 
p
recision

 an
d
 relate m

y con
trib

u
tion

 
skilfu

lly to th
ose of oth

er sp
eakers.

I can
 take p

art effortlessly in
 an

y 
con

versation
 or d

iscu
ssion

 an
d
 h

ave 
a g

ood
 fam

iliarity w
ith

 id
iom

atic 
exp

ression
s an

d
 colloq

u
ialism

s. I can
 

exp
ress m

yself fl u
en

tly an
d
 con

vey 
fi n

er sh
ad

es of m
ean

in
g
 p

recisely. If 
I d

o h
ave a p

rob
lem

 I can
 b

acktrack 
an

d
 restru

ctu
re arou

n
d
 th

e d
iffi cu

lty so
 

sm
ooth

ly th
at oth

er p
eop

le are h
ard

ly 
aw

are of it.

S
p

o
k
e
n

 
P

ro
d

u
ctio

n
I can

 u
se sim

p
le p

h
rases an

d
 sen

ten
ces 

to d
escrib

e w
h
ere I live an

d
 p

eop
le I 

kn
ow

.

I can
 u

se a series of p
h
rases an

d
 

sen
ten

ces to d
escrib

e in
 sim

p
le term

s 
m

y fam
ily an

d
 oth

er p
eop

le, livin
g
 

con
d
ition

s, m
y ed

u
cation

al b
ackg

rou
n
d
 

an
d
 m

y p
resen

t or m
ost recen

t job
.

I can
 con

n
ect p

h
rases in

 a sim
p
le 

w
ay in

 ord
er to d

escrib
e exp

erien
ces 

an
d
 even

ts, m
y d

ream
s, h

op
es an

d
 

am
b
ition

s. I can
 b

riefl y g
ive reason

s 
an

d
 exp

lan
ation

s for op
in

ion
s an

d
 

p
lan

s. I can
 n

arrate a story or relate 
th

e p
lot of a b

ook or fi lm
 an

d
 d

escrib
e 

m
y reaction

s.

I can
 p

resen
t clear, d

etailed
 d

escrip
tion

s 
on

 a w
id

e ran
g
e of su

b
jects related

 
to m

y fi eld
 of in

terest. I can
 exp

lain
 

a view
p
oin

t on
 a top

ical issu
e g

ivin
g
 

th
e ad

van
tag

es an
d
 d

isad
van

tag
es of 

variou
s op

tion
s.

I can
 p

resen
t clear, d

etailed
 

d
escrip

tion
s of com

p
lex su

b
jects 

in
teg

ratin
g
 su

b
-th

em
es, d

evelop
in

g
 

p
articu

lar p
oin

ts an
d
 rou

n
d
in

g
 off w

ith
 

an
 ap

p
rop

riate con
clu

sion
.

I can
 p

resen
t a clear, sm

ooth
ly-fl ow

in
g
 

d
escrip

tion
 or arg

u
m

en
t in

 a style 
ap

p
rop

riate to th
e con

text an
d
 w

ith
 an

 
effective log

ical stru
ctu

re w
h
ich

 h
elp

s 
th

e recip
ien

t to n
otice an

d
 rem

em
b
er 

sig
n
ifi can

t p
oin

ts.

WRITING

W
ritin

g
I can

 w
rite a sh

ort, sim
p
le p

ostcard
, for 

exam
p
le sen

d
in

g
 h

olid
ay g

reetin
g
s. I 

can
 fi ll in

 form
s w

ith
 p

erson
al d

etails, 
for exam

p
le en

terin
g
 m

y n
am

e, 
n
ation

ality an
d
 ad

d
ress on

 a h
otel 

reg
istration

 form
.

I can
 w

rite sh
ort, sim

p
le n

otes an
d
 

m
essag

es. I can
 w

rite a very sim
p
le 

p
erson

al letter, for exam
p
le th

an
kin

g
 

som
eon

e for som
eth

in
g
.

I can
 w

rite sim
p
le con

n
ected

 text 
on

 top
ics w

h
ich

 are fam
iliar or of 

p
erson

al in
terest. I can

 w
rite p

erson
al 

letters d
escrib

in
g
 exp

erien
ces an

d
 

im
p
ression

s.

I can
 w

rite clear, d
etailed

 text on
 

a w
id

e ran
g
e of su

b
jects related

 to
 

m
y in

terests. I can
 w

rite an
 essay 

or rep
ort, p

assin
g
 on

 in
form

ation
 or 

g
ivin

g
 reason

s in
 su

p
p
ort of or ag

ain
st 

a p
articu

lar p
oin

t of view
. I can

 w
rite 

letters h
ig

h
lig

h
tin

g
 th

e p
erson

al 
sig

n
ifi can

ce of even
ts an

d
 exp

erien
ces.

I can
 exp

ress m
yself in

 clear, w
ell-

stru
ctu

red
 text, exp

ressin
g
 p

oin
ts of 

view
 at som

e len
g
th

. I can
 w

rite ab
ou

t 
com

p
lex su

b
jects in

 a letter, an
 essay 

or a rep
ort, u

n
d
erlin

in
g
 w

h
at I con

sid
er 

to b
e th

e salien
t issu

es. I can
 select a 

style ap
p
rop

riate to th
e read

er in
 m

in
d
.

I can
 w

rite clear, sm
ooth

ly-fl ow
in

g
 

text in
 an

 ap
p
rop

riate style. I can
 

w
rite com

p
lex letters, rep

orts or 
articles w

h
ich

 p
resen

t a case w
ith

 
an

 effective log
ical stru

ctu
re w

h
ich

 
h
elp

s th
e recip

ien
t to n

otice an
d
 

rem
em

b
er sig

n
ifi can

t p
oin

ts. I can
 w

rite 
su

m
m

aries an
d
 review

s of p
rofession

al 
or literary w

orks.
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