
History: First Year  
 

TASK Describe an archaeologist at work 

 

TOPIC 

 

How we find out about the past 
 An archaeologist at work 

 

LEARNING 
INTENTION 

 

Students will have an understanding of the various 
activities of an archaeologist when excavating a site. 

TASK 
DESCRIPTION 

Write, in essay format, an account of an archaeologist at 
work.  
 
Students initially learned about the work of an 
archaeologist through their class-work. The student task 
was then presented to students and the criteria for success 
were discussed and agreed upon. The teacher and 
students then conducted a brainstorming session on the 
blackboard giving an account of an archaeologist at work. 
Students were then given this exercise to complete as 
homework. 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR 
SUCCESS 

 

 
Students will be able to: 

 list the ways an archaeologist can find a site. 
 explain how to excavate a site. 
 identify instruments used in the excavation. 
 account for what happens to any item that is found 

during a dig. 
 
 

 
 

LEVELS OF 
SUCCESS 

HIGH SUCCESS MEDIUM SUCCESS 

 Shane Sarah 

 





 

Feedback for Shane 

 

A.  Well done Shane. You have clearly stated one way an archaeologist 
may find a site. Are there any others? e.g. list the other ways of finding 
historical sites i.e. old maps and stories. 
 

B.  You have given a very accurate description of how to excavate a site. 

C.  You mention the main instruments used in the excavation. Well done. 

D.  You give an excellent description of what happens an item found during 
a dig. It might be a good idea to include a list of methods for dating 
artefacts. 
 

E.  Great work Shane. You have displayed a clear understanding of this 
particular job- its activities, time taken etc. You might like to divide the 
main part of your essay into more paragraphs as this will make it 
clearer to read! 
 

 

Commentary for teachers 

 
 
Overall, Shane has produced a well-written account showing a clear 
understanding of the job of the archaeologist, chronology and purpose. 

 In certain areas more specific details should have been provided i.e. list 
methods of finding a site and include a list of methods for dating artifacts.  

 Attention needs to be given to essay structuring. 

 
 
 
 
 



Sarah - Medium Success



Feedback for Sarah 

 

A.  You need to provide more information on finding a site i.e. think of 
the importance of crop marks, old stories, maps and shadows. 
 

B.  You explained clearly how to excavate a site. Well done. 

C.  You have you have explained clearly how to excavate a site using 
certain instruments to help in this work. 

D.  You also need to include some information on what happens when 
artifacts have been recorded i.e. dating methods. 

E.  Well done – a good effort. The essay format you have used has 
created an easy to read account of an archaeologist at work. 
 

 

Commentary for teachers 

 
 
Overall, a good effort has been made by Sarah. Clear essay format has been 
adhered to and most of the criteria have been catered for. The student shows 
a clear understanding of instruments used and excavation methods have 
been displayed. There are however areas for improvement. 
The student needs to pay more attention to listing the methods for locating a 
site and how an archaeologist would deal with the new artifacts found i.e. 
dating procedures. 
 




